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E4ORANDUE FOR:  Inspector Usneral
SU B ECT 1 Alr Eatliwmates
REFENENCE 1 Tour memo of 20 Yay 1953, same subject
1. The allegation that the Chiaf of the Aircraft Lranch, .adustrial
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Divislion, 0% fnsists that his Lranch confomrm in itu estinates on Soviet
alr sirength to the ssiimates belng made by the USAF 1s not true, The
technical staff of tha Alrerald Sruich bhas developed lodependent techniques
of estization based on sound econonls and mathematical regaoning whish
have been tested in the US aircralt industry and found to ba valld within
acceptnable Liaits of 2rior,

2.  The throe questlons posed in parmgraph 2 of reference w=emo would

obviougly regquire answer if the allsgation staled were true, Lowgvar,
in spdte of the fact that the allegation i not wrue, 1 propose to
corment on the questions for academic intereut enly,
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2. Obvisusly ne useful purpose would acorue if sstizates sade
by the Alraraft liranch were sade to cenform to Uhis estlmstes without
2 alear indication that UlLi¥ had betier and mors rellatle avidance to
beck its olaims, ,

be  The Aireraft DLranch, as well as all other branchss of Gty
is cancerned with the production of cstizates on the tetal econayy
of the Soviet Bloo, The Aircraft sranch is not concernsd witn
“Order of Sattls Sstimates” since this functian is, and always Las
been, the province of the Service intellizence companents, (he
stady of sireraft plants and productien 18 an isportant coaponent
of the study of the tetal Soviet econcmy, furtheraore, tiw former
Pesretary of the ALy Force aaked ir, Dulles, then JiCL, for the
asxistance of CIA in making & et estinates of the capabilities
of potentisl ersiles so that USAF wonld not have to base its bLudget
on estiaator xade oily by A2,

¢ I amnobatall sure thet the Aircralt Brauch "Ly its
amd CIA gro sooking the Hest eatinate of ihe vapablility of the
Serist Blon and there i3 no reossen wiy thedr cstisates "sust
oenflliot," ilowever, your point as to the advisability of having
an AF offioey heading up the Alrerafd Zranch 38 well Lak The
history of recruitment for the position is an Interesting vg. n
10 day 1951, & recruitment request was submitted to rersemel
for Chief, Aircraft lranch, Industrial Division, on the enguing
20 montha, 25 personnel [1lés were reviewed in detail and an unkiews

number in general. On 1 September 1952, the sent Jranch Chief
took over fron wiio was originally
assigned to this positd g recruitiment of a civilian, I
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reviewsd in M) recocnitlon that the poaliion of ihiaf of the
wradt Dranch should bo £3ed Wy s ofvilian,

Je I trust that tho above statoments adequately ansver your

queatlons, If you showld require further sabstantiation or Jusbili-
sation of anyr of theoe atatenenis, I shall be hapny o furnish it
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ROBERT AMCRY, Ji,
Deputy Directer/Intellizence
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